Going With a Hunch  Hunch.com AR SEMRER

Technology that can learn and develop a human-like sense of intuition has long been the stuff of science
fiction. However, the gap between scientific fact and fiction is being bridged as we speak. There is even a
website that can make intuitive, educated guesses about what we like or dislike. The site is Hunch.com,

and it is providing millions of users with useful recommendations every month.
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Hunch.com was started in 2009 by a team that included Caterina Fake, who was one of the creators of the
popular photo sharing site Flickr. Once someone registers on Hunch, they fill out a detailed questionnaire
that covers several disparate topics, from food preferences to political stance. Hunch then combines those
answers with other data, including articles, topics, and even other people that you and your friends have

“liked” on social networks such as Facebook and Twitter.
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The site uses all this information to create what is called a social graph. Then, based on where you fit into
the social graph, the site can, with a surprisingly high rate of accuracy, recommend other things that you
might like. Hunch can make recommendations about where you might like to shop in a certain city, or
where you would like to go for dinner. It could even suggest vacation destinations tailored to your
individual taste. So if you’re looking for a few helpful hints from time to time, head over to Hunch.com and

see what this innovative site suggests.
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—by Joe Henley

Vocabulary

intuition [ 1ntju ~ 1fon] n. EL

gap [geep] n. ZHE

accuracy [~ akjeresi] n. A (1)
recommendation [ rekemen " defen] n. #E7E; A


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caterina_Fake
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flickr
https://developers.facebook.com/docs/plugins/like-button/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Facebook
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Twitter
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_graph

More Information

hunch [hantf] n. Tl

like [latk] v. s #%"

bridge [brid3] v. ...... 7% 45 (BURE) HK; FERiFER
questionnaire [ kwestfon ~ er] n. %

disparate [ * dispert] adj. A [Ff

stance [steens] n. 3.1

Idiom
educated guess: A 1HEN an estimate, a guess value based on experience or theoretical knowledge
fill out: 355 (FH%%5) to complete (a form, for example) by providing required information

from time to time: AH; {1 once in a while; at intervals



